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HARD TO LIVE WITH

Zealots are not easy company. They
are too serious, too intense, too
single-minded.

You feel they have lost all sense of
humour, all capacity for self-depreca-
tion. They are so sure they are right
and everyone else is wrong. Whatever
the cause they believe in so firmly,
you think they might serve it better
by being a bit more laid-back.

The first of the Biblical zealots was
Pinchas. When he saw something
intolerable, he couldn't stand it. He
had to stand up and speak out. He
even took the law into his own hands
and killed the people responsible for
the hateful deed. Whether he became
hard to live with as a result of his
fanaticism, we cannot be certain.

But one thing we know. God could
have rebuked him and not given him
the kehuna, but He recognised why
Pinchas had acted as he did.

Said God, "Pinchas the son of Elazar
the son of Aharon the Kohen has
turned My anger away from the
children of Israel, in that he was very
zealous for My sake" (Bamidbar
25:10-11). Pinchas was rewarded with

the Covenant of Shalom and the
Covenant of the Eternal Kehuna.

What marked Pinchas is what Ignaz
Maybaum calls his "messianic
impatience". Maybaum explains,
"That is the messianic impatience
which is a feature of the Jewish
character. The Kingdom of God may
come at any moment, and those who
appear to be zealots may, if God wills
it, become justified as true prophets."

To be messianically impatient does
not necessarily mean storming the
heavens and forcing God to send the
Mashi'ach before He is ready. It does
mean being the champion of truth,
justice, peace and morality and
making the world ready for the
Mashi'ach.

That was Pinchas: he saw gross
immorality and idolatry in the camp
and knew that it would hold back the
moment when Israel would become "a
kingdom of kohanim and a holy
nation".

It would help our age to have a
Pinchas or two, not that they should
go as far as Pinchas and carry out an
act of physical violence, but insisting
that there is such a thing as right and
wrong and not remaining silent when
"each person does that which is right
in their own eyes".



YOUR NEW MOONS

A lengthy passage in the sidra deals
with the laws of Shabbat, the
festivals and Rosh Chodesh.

All these calendar occasions became
beloved companions of the Jdewish
people as they moved through the
year. None was more important than
another; all brought richness,
excitement and symbolism to Jewish
life.

But S'forno points out there must
have been some extra special link
between the Jewish people and Rosh
Chodesh, because the Torah says,
"On your new moons.." (Bamidbar
28:11), and the word "your" is not used
in relation to the other festivals.

One explanation is that Jewish
experience was like the Moon - small
in size but immense in its contri-
bution to the world; often thought to
have waned but always renewing
itself; and never completely indepen-
dent. -OZ
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